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petent Chatham, was to be Prime Minister, and Pitt and
Addington Joint Secretaries of State. Pitt laughed at the
proposal " Really," he said, with what Lord Rosebery calls
good-natured Irony, " I had not the curiosity to ask what 1
was to be." A month later Addington offered the Premier-
ship to Pitt, and Pitt who had taken Into his Cabinet men
compared with whom Addington was almost distinguished,
proposed to give Addington an honorary office In the Lords.
In other words Pitt though he considered the incompetence
of the Government a serious danger to the country, was not
willing to save the country unless he was Prime Minister,
and unless Addington, with whom he had developed a
quarrel on personal and not on public grounds, was ex-
cluded. Addington was a man of mediocre ability and
odious opinions, and no one of importance except Warren
Hastings ever thought him a capable Minister. But Pitt
acted towards him, as Sir G, C. Lewis said, In a manner that
reduced public duty to a question of private feeling and
personal delicacy. It would be ridiculous to close one's eyes
to the extenuating circumstances, to Pitt's moral mastery
of the JTouse of Commons, and his great history as Prime
Minister, but it Is Impossible not to remember that two men
as great as Pitt, his father and Fox, were much less exacting
In laying down the terms on which they were ready to save
the state.
Whatever may be thought of the spirit In which Pitt
considered the overtures from Addington, there can be only
one opinion of his conduct when he formed a Ministry In
1804. He drew up the scheme of a comprehensive Cabinet,
Including Fox, Fitzwilliam, and Grey, accompanying the
scheme with a message to the King that he wished him to
understand distinctly that if the King objected to Fox and
Grenville and their friends, he was quite ready to form a
Government without them. The surrender was as spon-
taneous as Pitt's surrender of the Catholics three years
earlier. The King, who never let any care for England dim
his private hatreds, saw his opportunity at once, and Insisted